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AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2008 
NEWSLETTER 
¶ ICCNZ Presidents Report on Italy Visit 

¶ Feature on ICCNZ Members in the 
Motor Vehicle and Motor Cycle 
Business Sectors 

¶ Trade Fairs 
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Presidentôs Report 
 
Dear Members, 
 
I am just back from a personal trip to Europe 
where I put aside some time in Italy for several 
meetings to foster relationships with 
diplomatic, political and business institutions. 
 
Dott. Luca De Leonardis organized meetings for 
me in Roma, Modena, Parma, Reggio Emilia, 
Forli, Treviso, Milano, Val Di Comino, Frosinone, 
San Gimignano, Siena, Torino and Mondovì with 
very promising results. We introduced the idea 
of New Zealand becoming a hub for Italy in the 
South Pacific reaching as far as Chile, China and 
Singapore. The concept was very well received.  
 
Pictured here in Rome · L to R ICCNZ President Mario Leonti, the 
New Zealand Ambassador  to Italy, Mr Laurie Markes and Dott. 
Luca De Leonardis 

 
In Rome we met with the NZ Ambassador 
Laurie Markes and had a very enjoyable lunch 
with him.       We discussed ways of assisting 
medium to small NZ businesses develop 
markets in Italy and of raising the quality of 
service in the NZ tourist industry. 
 
Dott. De Leonardis  also arranged an 
introduction to Dott. Antonio Romano of 
Assocamerestero, in charge of the Network of 
Italian Chambers of Commerce worldwide.  
Dott. Romano was encouraging about the 
likelihood of ICCNZ being accepted by 
Assocamerestero and offered many useful 
suggestions to strengthen our eligibility. 
 

 
Pictured here President Mario Leonti and Dott. Antonio Romano 
 
In Emilia-Romagna ICCNZ member Ascor 
Chimici very generously hosted us at the Castle 
of Diegaro. We much enjoyed their justly famed 
hospitality and cuisine.   We also met 
with Sig. Valentini, owner and founder of Ascor 
Chimici and were shown over their facilities by 
their Export Area Manager Sig. Pandolfini.  It 
was lovely meeting them again and hearing of 
the successful outcomes of the meetings ICCNZ 
organized for them in NZ in 2007. 

mailto:info@italchambers.co.nz
http://www.italchambers.co.nz/
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Pictured here L to R ICCNZ President Mario Leonti, il Sig. Valentini, 
il. Sig Pandolfini and Dott. Luca De Leonardis 
 
Our next visit was to the Chamber of Commerce 
of Modena to meet with Sig. Zanni, Director of 
Promec and Signora Bisi Manager for Asia Africa 
and Oceania, exploring possible cooperation. 
 
We had a dinner meeting near Treviso with 
Dott.ssa Lucy Kuzminowa Manager of 
Internship and International Projects of the 
University Ca' Foscari of Venice. We discussed 
the possibility of stagers from the university 
coming to ICCNZ. 
 
The next morning we went on to Parma for a 
meeting with Dott. Andrea Zanlari, President of 
the Chamber of Commerce of Parma and of the 
Combined Chambers of Emilia-Romagna, who 
treated us to a beautiful lunch at the 
prestigious restaurant La Greppia.  

Pictured here L to R ICCNZ President Mario Leonti, il Dott. Zanlari 
and Dott.Luca De Leonardis 

 
We discussed the participation of NZ delegates 
to Italian Trade Fairs such as the important local 
fair CIBUS, of delegations to NZ with 
presentation and tasting of regional products, 
and of a Mission from the Parma Chamber 
headed by President Zanlari to see the country 
and evaluate joint projects and possible 
investments combining Italian high technology 
with NZ prime materials. We also discussed the 
possibility of organizing educational projects for 
young New Zealanders and Dott. Zanlari offered 
to arrange a visit to the Alma International 
School of Italian Cooking in Colorno.  

Reggia di Colorno - ALMA 
 
He also organized a very interesting visit to the 
SLEGA prosciutto factory in Langhirano where 
we were shown around by one of the 
owners, Sig. Massimo Borchini. 
 

 
Pictured here L to R  Dott. Luca De Leonardis, il Sig.Massimo 
Borchini and ICCNZ President Mario Leonti 
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The following day we had a meeting with NZ 
Consul Bruce Gadd and his staff in Milano.  

Pictured here L to R, President Mario Leonti, NZ Consul Bruce 
Gadd, Nicole Tipler, Dott. Luca De Leonardis, Marcello Hinxman-
Allegri and Flavia Straulino 
 
They organized a business lunch with some of 
the companies who had been on a Trade 
Mission to NZ, including Dott. Beretta of 
Coldiretti and Dott.ssa Magro of Agriteam.    
 
After lunch we continued our meeting at the NZ 
Consulate. We discussed collaborating 
with Dott.ssa Fara of Future Film Festival 
Production House and Marcello Hinxman-
Allegri of NZTE. The Consul and I both 
expressed a strong interest in a NZ 
representation at the wine fair, Vin Italy, 
organized by ICCNZ member Verona Fiere, and 
agreed to cooperate on related events.     In the 
evening we visited the Fiera del Mobile di 
Milano and spoke to Mr David Trubridge, 
Furniture& Lighting Designer and Ms Clare 
Mora of Essenze, marketers of NZ artists 
abroad. 

Spiral Islands Collection by David Trubridge 

The following day the Consul invited us to 
accompany him on a visit to Jeffrey Chilcott, a 
New Zealander and the Cellarmaster for Tenute 
Cisa Asinari dei Marchesi di Gresy in Barbaresco 
for a wine tasting of some of the best wines 
of Piemonte and a delightful lunch. 
 
In Mondovi, Piemonte, in relation to proposed 
major road works in NZ, I met with Dott. Vinai 
of Conicos one of the largest road makers of 
Italy whose Company Codelfa was involved in 
tunnelling for the hydro works near Turangi. 
 
In May we were lucky to be pampered guests of 
ICCNZ member Hotel Villa Grancassa of San 
Donato Val di Comino, Lazio. Their hospitality 
was exceptional.  
 

 
Villa Grancassa 

 
We discussed ways to encourage New 
Zealanders to visit Monte Cassino, Roma and 
Naples from the base of their superb facilities, 
in tranquil surroundings near the 
stunning Abbruzzi Lazio e Molise National Park.  
 
They organized a meeting with Dott. Mario 
Papetti, President of the Chamber of Commerce 
of Frosinone, and members of the Council.  This 
was followed by a meeting with Dott. Leopoldo 
Papetti and Dott.ssa Barbara Zorzin of the 
Consorzio Turistico Terre Ciaociare to foster 
bilateral tourism. 
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A few days later we had a delicious lunch as 
guests of another ICCNZ member, Hotel 
Sovestro near San Gimignano, Siena.  Sig. Failli, 
the owner, organized a meeting with Dott. Borri 
President of the Associazione Industriali della 
Provincia di Siena. 
 
After various follow up meetings in May, 
Dott. De Leonardis organized further meetings 
for me in June. We met again with the NZ 
Consul in Milano for further discussions on Vin 
Italy 2009.    ICCNZ member Sig. Barbieri 
introduced us to a group of businessmen from 
Milano who are planning to invest in a 
permanent "Made in Italy" Exhibition Pavilion 
in New Zealand and have offered their existing 
building, Revel, in the centre of Milano to New 
Zealand businesses wanting to showcase their 
products in Europe. With Sig. Galvan we also 
discussed the export and distribution of 
electronic products in NZ. 

 

 
Hotel Sovestro & Ristorante Da Pode 

 
We returned to San Gimignano and Siena 
where we discussed projects relating to tourism 
and to the importation of furniture into NZ. 
Hotel Sovestro is interested in collaborating to 
promote the Province of Siena, offering their 
hotel as a centre for New Zealanders visiting 
Toscana. 
 
Our final visits were in Parma. We met with Sig. 
Tanzi who is interested in developing a centre 
of excellence in NZ for the South East Pacific,  
 
 

seeing the 2011 Rugby World Cup in NZ as 
giving it additional momentum. 
 
With President  Andrea Zanlari of the Camera di 
Commercio di Parma we had further talks on 
joint projects in the near future. He brought us 
for a very interesting visit to the Alma cooking 
school. They expressed a strong interest in 
enrolling NZ students in their courses and 
invited the cooperation of ICCNZ.  
 
 President Zanlari asked us to give a 
presentation on the activities of ICCNZ to a 
forum of exporters including Confindustria, 
Consorzio del Parmigiano Reggiano e Consorzio 
per Prosciutto di Parma. The event was a great 
success.  
 
Lastly,  I met with President Ferruccio 
Dardanello, of the Chamber of Commerce of 
Cuneo, Piemonte,  who was very interested in 
collaboration and in an investigative visit to NZ. 
 

 
Mondovi, Provincia di Cuneo 

 
I would like to thank Dott. De Leonardis for all 
his hard work and the useful contacts he 
provided for us and hope that ICCNZ will be 
able to capitalize on these initiatives to the 
benefit of all its members.      Any members 
interested in reading a more detailed report of 
these meetings should apply to ICCNZ providing 
a postal or email address. 
 
Best Regards, 

 
Mario Leonti 
President ICCNZ 
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2008 Membership 

Subscriptions 

Members 
1-20 

Employees 
21+ 

Employees 

New Zealand 
 

NZ$200.00 
+ GST 

NZ$400.00  
+ GST 

 
International 

 
NZ$250.00 

 
NZ$500.00 

1 January ς 31 March 100% of annual fee 
1 April ς 30 June 75% of annual fee 
1 July ς 30 September 50% of annual fee 
1 October ς 31 December 25% of annual fee 
 
We welcome new members ς if you would like 
further information about membership, please 
email info@italchambers.co.nz or download a 
form from website www.italchambers.co.nz. 

 

 
Business Events  Trade Fairs   

Destination Management 
global expertise, fresh ideas, quality results 

www.espventures.co.nz 

E: liz.maxwell@espventures.co.nz 
T: + 64 3 328 9032 

 

Trade Fairs in Italy:  
November ï December 2008 

 

http://www.italtrade.com/fairs 
 
4 - 9 Nov 08, Rho-Pero (Milan) EICMA BICI 
66th International Cycle and Motocycle 
Exhibition  
 
6 - 7 Nov 08, Rome BTC International 
Meeting and Incentive Fair 
 
 
 
 

 
6 - 8 Nov 08, Bolzano INTERPOMA 
6th International Trade Show for Cultivation, 
Storage and Marketing of Apples 
 
7 - 9 Nov 08, Turin ARTISSIMA - The 
International Fair of Contemporary Art in Turin 
 
12 - 16 Nov 08, Bologna EIMA 
International Agricultural Machinery Exhibition 
 
13 - 15 Nov 08, Pordenone SICAILUX 
International Exhibition of Lighting Components 
and Accessories 
 
13 - 15 Nov 08, Trieste TRIESTESPRESSO EXPO 
Specialized Italian Espresso Coffee Show 
 
13 - 15 Nov 08, Rho-Pero (Milan) VISCOM - 
VISUAL COMMUNICATION International Trade 
Fair and Conference on Visual Communication 
and Event Services  
 
21 - 24 Nov 08, Milan CHIBIMART  
Cash & Carry Show of Costume Jewellery, 
Fashion Accessories, Semi-Precious Stones and 
Ethnic Products 
 
22 - 25 Nov 08, Rimini SIA GUEST 
58th International Hospitality Exhibition 
 
25 - 28 Nov 08, Rho-Pero (Milan) SICUREZZA 
and SICURTECH EXPO Security & Safety Fair 
 
27 - 29 Nov 08, Padua URBANIA - ASPHALTICA 
Exhibition of Equipment and Technologies for 
the Asphalt Industry 
 
29 Nov - 1 Dec 08, Milan MODAPRIMA 
International Fashion and Accessories Show 
 
30 Nov - 3 Dec 08, Longarone (Belluno) MIG 
49th International Ice Cream Exhibition 
 
5 - 14 Dec 08, Bologna MOTOR SHOW 
International Automobile Exhibition 

 
 

mailto:info@italchambers.co.nz
http://www.italchambers.co.nz/
http://www.espventures.co.nz/
mailto:liz.maxwell@espventures.co.nz
http://www.italtrade.com/fairs
http://www.eicma.it/
http://www.btc.it/index.aspx
http://www.fierabolzano.it/interpoma2008/index-e.htm
http://www.artissima.it/
http://www.eima.it/
http://www.sicailux.it/inglese/index.asp
http://www.fiera.trieste.it/espresso/eng/home.htm
http://www.visualcommunication.it/?lin=English
http://www.visualcommunication.it/?lin=English
http://www.chibimart.it/eng/default.html
http://www.siarimini.it/
http://www.fieramilanotech.it/?id=MjQ0LTM1MjUtMzUyMC1FTkcg
http://www.padovafiere.it/ASP08/home-uk.html
http://www.pittimmagine.com/en/fiere/modaprima/
http://www.mostradelgelato.com/page.php?pageid=PHOME001&m58LangNew=ING
http://www.motorshow.it/uk/index.asp
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Don and Glenys OõConnor have been operating Eurobike 

Wholesale Ltd since 1982.  

 

 It is a specialist niche import and distribution business 

branded around motorcycles and motorcycle clothing and 

accessories from Italy.  The Italians are very passionate 

about motorcycles with a great racing heritage that 

continues today with Ducati as current world champions in 

Grand Prix and Superbike. 

 

Eurobike are currently representing over 30 famous 

Italian manufacturers with new bikes from Moto-Morini in 

Bologna, helmets from Nolan in Bergamo, Spidi clothing 

and gloves from Vicenza, Motorcycle luggageware from  

 

 

 

 

Givi in Brescia, and many components suppliers with 

brands like Brembo (brakes), Regina (chain), DelõOrto 

(carburettors), Surflex (clutches) etc, etc. 

 

All these Italian brand names are well established in New 

Zealand.  Each one represents leading edge design, 

quality and style that cannot be imitated by other 

cultures.  

 

Almost every year we travel to the EICMA exhibition in 

Milano which is the worldõs premier motorcycle fair.  We 

really enjoy Italy and try and take a little extra time 

when we are there on business to spend a few days 

looking at some new places.  Last November we visited 

the Cinque Terre villages on the Tuscan Coast.  It was 

most enjoyable. 

 

Based in Taranaki we are away from the city centres, but 

we try to involve ourselves in the Chambers activities at 

least once a year.  I recently made an effort to involve 

more of the Italian motor vehicle importers in the 

Chamber.  They are now quite well represented. 

 

We are now poised for an exhibition or display of this 

sector of Italian industry when the opportunity arises. 

 

Don OõConnor  

Eurobike Wholesale Ltd 

Unit 14, 55 Rimu St 

New Plymouth 

New Zealand 

Phone: 64 6 7586798 

Fax: 64 6 7585879 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
OOPP PP OO RR TT UU NN II TT ÀÀ   

 

 

 
 
MP3: Two front wheels ð  

A Revolutionary Concept 
  

Piaggio launched the first Vespa model ñ and with it the 

scooter phenomenon ñ in the spring of 1946. The 

scooter revolutionised personal transport, giving 

Europeans a sense of utter freedom. 

 

Sixty years on, Piaggio has come up with another 

revolutionary product: the PIAGGIO MP3, a totally 

innovative three-wheeler with two front wheels. The 

PIAGGIO MP3 provides safety, road grip and stability 

levels that no two-wheeler can match. Power, 

performance and ease of use make for a very 

entertaining ride. 

 

The two front wheels of the PIAGGIO MP3 re-define the 

very concept of ride stability to provide an unprecedented 

riding experience. The front assembly, with two 

independent tilting wheels, is far more stable than any 

scooter. The PIAGGIO MP3 grips the road even when 

tailing other vehicles, providing top performance in total 

safety.   The full extent of this three-wheelerõs stability 

can be tested on wet asphalt or tough riding conditions 

that would sorely challenge a traditional two-wheeler.   In 

town and city traffic the PIAGGIO MP3 has no equal in 

terms of safety. It takes on cobblestone streets, patchy 

asphalt and tram tracks with the greatest of ease, 

remaining safe and stable all the while.    

 

 

 

With its compact super-scooter size and exceptional 

manoeuvrability, the PIAGGIO MP3 is at home in town 

traffic. Itõs a cinch to park: an electro-hydraulic 

suspension locking system means there is no need to put 

the vehicle on its stand. 

 

Thanks to an overall front-end width of only 420 mm, the 

Piaggio MP3 is type-approved as a standard two wheeled 

motorcycle.  The revolutionary PIAGGIO MP3 requires far 

less braking space than any scooter ñ the three-disk 

braking system and exceptional front-end road-holding 

reduce braking space by 20 per cent compared to the best 

scooters. 

 

The PIAGGIO MP3 comes into its own when heading out of 

town. Its road grip, cornering safety and tilt angle of up to 

40 per cent are unprecedented for a scooter, adding to the 

pleasure of riding different road surfaces at high speed. 

The PIAGGIO MP3 is capable of taking on long-distance 

rides comfortably. 

 

 

The PIAGGIO MP3 is available in New Zealand in two 

engine displacements, 250 and 400cc, both up-to-date 4-

stroke, 4-valve, liquid-cooled units in line with Euro3 

emissions standards.   The PIAGGIO MP3 offers unique 

and unprecedented riding pleasure.   This innovative 

vehicle marks the start of a new personal transport 

revolution from Piaggio. 

 
Triumph Motorcycles (NZ) Limited/Euromoto 

 PO Box 62025, Mount Wellington,  

Auckland 1641    

Tel:  09 527 0904      

www.euroscooter.co.nz 

www.husqvarnamotorcycles.co.nz 

www.triumph.co.uk/newzealand/ 

http://www.euroscooter.co.nz/
http://www.husqvarnamotorcycles.co.nz/
http://www.triumph.co.uk/newzealand/
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Lamborghini Gallardo 

LP560-4 sets new 

standard 

With the new Gallardo LP560-4, Lamborghini is once again 

setting s a higher standard for super sports cars.     

 

 The Gallardo LP560-4 is the successor of the most 

successful Lamborghini model of all time. Approximately 

7100 Gallardo models have left the SantõAgata Bolognese 

production plant since its launch in 2003.  

 

òThe LP560-4 will consolidate this success story,ó says 

Stephan Winkelmann, President and CEO of Automobili 

Lamborghini. òIt will outclass its predecessor in every 

aspect; its dynamics are distinctly breathtaking and its 

design sets new standards.ó    The powerful heart of the 

Gallardo LP560-4 is the new 5.2-litre V10 engine with an 

output of 412 kW at 8000 rpm, which can accelerate the 

LP560-4 from 0-100 km/h in 3.7 seconds and its top speed 

lies at 325 km/h.  

 

At the same time the new, highly efficient engine enthrals 

its driver with its direct fuel injection system - òIniezione 

Diretta Stratificataó. Despite its clearly increased power, 

fuel consumption and CO2 emissions have been reduced 

by a staggering 18 per cent.   With its new engine, 

permanent four-wheel drive transmission and new 

suspension, Gallardo LP560-4 delivers clearly improved 

performance and dynamics. In parallel, its innovative 

design takes the classic lines unique to the Lamborghini 

brand one step further.  

 

 

Aston Martinõs DBS lands in  

New Zealand 

 

Itõs an exciting time for the team at Independent Prestige 

as the first examples of Aston Martinõs new DBS sports 

car arrive in New Zealand.      Seen by many in the James 

Bond movie Casino Royale and scheduled to appear in the 

next Bond feature Quantum of Solace due out in 

November, the seriously gorgeous 6.0-litre V12 DBS has 

been on European roads since earlier this year, but Kiwi 

customers have only recently taken delivery.     

 

òItõs the most exhilarating car ever built by Aston Martin 

and the customers who were invited to the special launch 

in Tokyo last year told us they were truly spell-bound 

seeing it in the flesh for the first time,ó says general 

manager Mike Clark.      

 

 òWeõve been told there has been such demand from 

customers that Aston Martin is looking at ways to 

increase production from 500 to nearly 1,000 cars a 

year,ó says Clark, who is happy to take orders for 2009 

delivery. All DBS models arriving in 2008 are already 

sold. 

 

Leasing an Aston Martin V8 Vantage  

There are many ways to finance a car and for many business 

people, an operating lease offers tax advantages. Talk to the 

team at Independent Prestige soon to find out about their 

competitively-priced operating leases for the 2008 Aston Martin 

V8 Vantage. Enjoy a Vantage Coupé or Roadster from $1,014 + 

GST. Conditions apply.  

 

Independent Prestige is the importer and distributor 

for three luxury marques in New Zealand: Lamborghini, 

Aston Martin and Bentley.     Telephone: 09 360 3202 

Toll-Free:  0800 400 124  www.independentprestige.co.nz 
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The Cathay Pacific Italian Film festival 
continues as New ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ 
culture film festival and the largest Italian 
cultural event in New Zealand.  I welcome 
/ŀǘƘŀȅ tŀŎƛŦƛŎΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ 
now in its ninth year: a partnership that 
provides the opportunity for travel to the 
major international film festivals to select 
the festival films.    
 
The 2008 festival screens for two weeks 
in 6 cities across New Zealand.   
 
Auckland 
Rialto Cinemas  October 1 ς 15 
Bridgway Cinemas  October 2 ς 15 
Wellington 
The Embassy  October 15 ς 29 
Christchurch 
Rialto Cinemas  October 22 ς November 5 
Dunedin 
Rialto Cinemas October 29 ς November 12 
Nelson 
Suter Theatre  November 5 ς 19 
Napier 
Century Cinema November 12 ς 26 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 
There are 16 films screening in the 2008 
festival.  These range from thrillers, such 
ŀǎ Ψ¢ƘŜ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ ǿƻƳŀƴΩΣ нллт 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ 
film of the year, through crowd pleasing 
ǊƻƳŀƴǘƛŎ ŎƻƳŜŘƛŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ Ψaŀƴǳŀƭ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜ нΩΣ 
Ψ{ŜȄȅ ŎƻƳŜŘȅΩ ŀƴŘ ΨYƛǎǎ ƳŜ ōŀōȅΩ ǘƻ ŀ 
documentary charting the phenomenal 
ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ŜǎǇŀΣ ΨCƻǊŜǾŜǊ ±ŜǎǇŀΩΦ  
Other examples ŀǊŜ ΨbƛƎƘǘ ōǳǎΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
brilliantly combines all three elements of 
ǊƻƳŀƴŎŜΣ ŎƻƳŜŘȅ ŀƴŘ ŘǊŀƳŀ ŀƴŘ ΨwŜŘ ŀǎ 
ǘƘŜ ǎƪȅΩ ŀ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭƭȅ ƳŀŘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ƻŦ ŀ ǘǊǳŜ 
story about a boy who after a life changing 
injury, changes the lives of those with 
whom he comes into contact. 

http://www.dhl.com/
http://www.italy-embassy.org.nz/
http://www.touchofitaly.co.nz/

